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Today: 
 • About the AEDC  

• Where to find AEDC data for your 

community 

• Using AEDC data for: 

– Strategic planning 

– Identifying need 

– Service development 

• Examples of practice 

 

 

 



About the AEDC 





A measure of child development 

across 5 domains 





• reliable measure of child development 

across five domains 

• predicts NAPLAN results and social 

and behavioural outcomes at school 

• Lagging and leading indicator  

• can be used for planning and quality 

improvement 

 

Value of the AEDC 



The AEDC predicts NAPLAN 

Number of AEDC domains vulnerable on in first year of school 



Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable in 

each domain, by whether child is regularly read to, or 

encouraged in their reading, at home 
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Emerging trends 

• Children from a low socio-economic status 

(SES) background are more likely to be 

developmentally vulnerable  

• Boys are nearly twice as developmentally 

vulnerable as girls on at least one domain 

• Children living in remote areas (distance from 

major city) are more developmentally vulnerable 

than their counterparts from non-remote areas 

• Not being proficient in English is associated with 

a significant increase in being developmentally 

vulnerable  



Where to find AEDC data 



http://www.aedc.gov.au/data 

 

http://www.aedc.gov.au/data




Inside an AEDC Community Profile…. 

http://www.aedc.gov.au/data 

(West Torrens Community Profile) 

http://www.aedc.gov.au/data


Emerging trends- Mid Murray 

http://www.aedc.gov.au/data/  

http://www.aedc.gov.au/data/


http://www.aedc.gov.au/data 

 

http://www.aedc.gov.au/data


Tea Tree 

Gully: 

number of 

children 

included, 

2015 AEDC 

data 

http://www.aedc.gov.au/data/ 
 

http://www.aedc.gov.au/data/


Number and 

Percentage of 

children 

developmentally 

vulnerable on 

one or more 

domains: 

Charles Sturt 

Community 



Playford: SEIFA Score 2011 (Index of 

Relative Socio-Economic Disadvantage) - 

Total Population, ABS data 

http://www.aedc.gov.au/data/ 
 

http://www.aedc.gov.au/data/
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http://www.aedc.gov.au/data/ 



Vulnerable on one or more 

Marion Community 2015 



Mid Murray 



Using the AEDC 

• Consider the AEDC data and other data 

• Does the data reflect your experience of the 

children in your community? 

• Do the characteristics of the community, 

including environmental / socioeconomic 

factors and cultural / linguistic diversity help 

to understand the data?  

• Start a conversation 

 

 

 

 



http://www.phidu.torrens.edu.au/social-health-atlases/data#social-health-atlases-

of-australia-local-government-areas  
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What are the risk factors and 

needs in your community? 

 
• limited services, supports & waiting lists 

• barriers to access 

• parents are isolated and not well connected 

• lack of awareness around the importance of 

early childhood  

• additional community challenges  

• service mix may not suit family/child needs 

 





https://www.libraries.sa.gov.au/webdata/resources/files/SAPLN_tomorrow%

27s_libraries_digital_edition%203.pdf 







https://www.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/community/community-services/children-families/  
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Examples of practice 



• stronger and healthier 

communities and neighbourhoods 

for all generations 

• increasing opportunities for 

healthy living, healthy eating and 

being active 

• preparing for climate change 

• sustaining and improving public 

and environmental health 

protection 

SA Public Health Plan  

Key priorities for action: 







http://www.unley.sa.gov.au/community-culture/events 







https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/teaching/projects-and-programs/child-friendly-sa 
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www.aedc.gov.au/resources 

http://www.aedc.gov.au/resources


   Reflection questions 

• Reflect on the protective and risk factors for 

children that may affect whether children 

start school developmentally ‘on track’ 

• What are the barriers to accessing services 

and programs in the community / library? 

• How can community / library assets and 

capacity best support early childhood 

development before children start school? 

• Who are the potential partners? 

 
 

 



Questions? 

Sheree Simmons 

State Coordinator  

Australian Early Development Census 

Statewide Services and Child Development 

Department for Education and Child Development 

Ph: 8226 1064 

sheree.simmons@sa.gov.au 

www.aedc.gov.au 

 

mailto:Sheree.simmons@sa.gov.au
http://www.aedc.gov.au/

